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B EZHME Course description
Course theme: Gender and law

In this class, we will look at various issues relating to the rights of women and the rights of
sexual minorities in Japan and other countries, focusing particularly on the role of law. Legal
rules sometimes discriminate directly or indirectly against women and sexual minorities,
while in other cases they serve as a force for liberation and transformation. We will examine
this dual nature of law by looking at topics such as marriage and the family, gender identity,
sexual and domestic violence, and participation in politics and the workforce, studying
examples from both Japan and other countries and considering both domestic and
international law. Students will learn that the social status of women and sexual minorities is
not fixed or unchangeable, but has varied over time and from place to place throughout
history, and that social movements in modern times have played a key role in lobbying for
reform of oppressive laws and for the introduction of laws that can be used to challenge
gender discrimination. The class will provide students with an opportunity to consider their
beliefs about gender, and to think about how we can all help create a world in which

everyone can achieve their full potential, free from gender discrimination and gender
stereotypes.

W =5 E1Z Course objectives

By participating in this course, students will:

a) learn the meaning of basic concepts such as sex (including the concept of intersex), gender

(including the concepts of gender identity, gender expression and gender roles), and sexual
orientation.

b) gain a basic understanding of the kinds of discrimination that still exist against women and
sexual minorities in Japan and other countries.

c) gain a basic understanding of how laws have either reflected and reinforced such
discrimination, or have been used to combat it.
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