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The term Internet meme refers to the phenomenon of content or
concepts that spread rapidly among Internet users. It alludes™ to a theory by
Dawkin (1976) who postulates> memes as a cultural analog on of genes in
order to explain how rumors, catch-phrases, melodies, or fashion trends
replicate™ through a population. Whether or not memes do really exist is
heatedly debated and we do not intend to join that discourse™. Instead, our
discussion in this paper focuses on observable characteristics of Internet memes
that resemble those of viral™ spread and epidemic outbreaks™.

In their basic form, Internet memes propagate™ among people by means
of email, instant messaging, forums, blogs, or social networking sites.
Content-wise™®, they usually consist of offbeat™ news, websites, catch phrases,
images, or videoclips. Put in simple terms, Internet memes are inside jokes or
pieces of hip™° underground knowledge, that many people are in on.

Internet memes typically evolve through commentary™!, imitations, or
parodies, or even through related news in other media. Most Internet memes
spread rapidly; some were observed to go in and out of popularity in just a
matter of days. Memes are spread in a voluntary, peer to peer**? fashion, rather
than in a compulsory manner. Their proliferation™? through social communities
does not follow predetermined”™* paths and usually defies efforts to control it.
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What are the advantages and disadvantages of on-line lectures? Write your
opinion at least 10 sentences in English.
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