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Humor is inherently™ ironic. It is obvious and instantly recognizable. Similar to beauty, we all
intuitively “know” what humor is, yet we find it difficult to precisely define. Indeed, there is not a
single definition of humor that is accepted by humor scholars across or even within disciplinary
lines. Nevertheless, humor is thought to be a fundamental, intrinsic™ part of human nature,
experienced in nearly every type of interpersonal relationship and having a far-reaching impact on
daily life. Accordingly, humor is a topic of popular interest that has captured the imagination and
critical attention of scholars from multiple disciplines dating back to the writings of the classical

Greek philosophers Plato and Aristotle.

People often scoff at™ scholarly attempts to study humor because the production and experience
of humor are themselves playful and frivolous™. Thus, it seems that humor must naturally elude
explanation by “serious” scientific methods. By putting humor under the “scientific microscope,”
the humorless scholar misses the point and fails to appreciate its essence. This incredulity™ has
been humorously and famously expressed by Elwyn B. White (1941), who quipped™ that “Humor
can be dissected”, as a frog can, but the thing dies in the process and the innards™ are
discouraging to any but the pure scientific mind”. However, as Eyesenck (1972) noted, we can
confidently dismiss such “man-in-the-street™” renunciations™'’; they have been encountered by

every scientist attempting to extend the scope of their inquiries™! into new fields.
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How has the COVID-19"! changed your student life? Write your opinion at least 10 sentences in

English.
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