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This class will include a close reading of Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet and a study of Shakespeare's life and times.
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To learn how to read and understand Shakespeare in Shakespeare's English. To study the cluture of the Shakespearean period.
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Students who are capable of reading and listening in English (although the class will be taught at a slow pace for non-native speakers). Students who are interested in

learning more about Shakespeare and Elizabethan culture.
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Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, ed. Rene Weis (Arden, 2012). Supplemental material will be provide by the professor.
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1 9H20H Introduction to the Elizabethan period
2 9H27H Introduction to Shakespeare.
3 1084H Study of Shakespeare's poetic form: Prologue to Romeo and Juliet
4 10A11H Study of public behavior in Shakespeares London and reading of Romeo and Juliet, Act 1
5 10A18H Study of Shakespeare's sources and reading of Act 1.
6 10H25H Study of arranged marriages vs. love affairs. Readings from Act 2.
7 11A8H Study of chivalry and courtly behavior: Readings from Act 2.
8 118 15H Study of Roman Church Christianity: Readings from Act 3
9 11A22H Study of Reformed Christianity (Protestants): Readings from Act 3
10 11A29H Study of dramatic style and convention: Readings from Act 4
11 12H6H Study of imaginative reality vs reality: Readings from Act 4
12 12H13H Study of disease and burial practices in the 16th century: Readings from Act 5
13 12H20H Study of herbal remedies and poisons: Readings from Act 5
14 1H17H Study of selected film adaptations of the play (portions of film will be presented throughout the class).
15 1R 24H Review and class feedback
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Thomas Dabbs is a professor of British literature at Aoyama Gakuin University in Tokyo, where he teaches Shakespeare and the English Bible. Prior to this position he taught
at Hiroshima University. | am a native of the state of South Carolina in the USA. He holds a Ph.D. in early modern drama from the University of South Carolina and has

published widely on Elizabethan dramatic culture and the English church history.




