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At the eLPCO International Symposium 2007 held on July 18 at the International Conference Room, English was

discussed as a language for international collaboration in Asia. The abstracts of seven papers delivered are presented below.

1. On the Definition of China English
Qi Fang (Shenzhen University, China)

This presentation focuses on some features of China English or the Chinese
Variety of English as an international language. Due to the limited space, I choose to
list major issues my current research covers.

% Introducing and presenting contemporary China, Chinese culture and language to
the world;

% Expressing the unique phenomena, conception and perception of Chinese culture;

% Linguistic application of China English in the intercultural communication of

Chinese into English translation;

% Using China English to translate classical Chinese poetry into English; _
%% Transfers and impacts of China English are summed up in the following: Prof. Qi at eLPCO International
% Collocations and word-formation; Symposium

% Unique expressions of Chinese thought and Chinese cultural meanings;

%% Syntactic structures

2. English as a Language for International Collaborative Communication in Asia

Nobuyuki HONNA (Aoyama Gakuin University)
Yuko TAKESHITA (Toyo Eiwa Univeristy)

As the spread of English progresses, English is bound to
reflect a diversity of disparate cultures. Importantly, non-native
speakers are taking advantage of this additional language and
are exploring new dimensions of English usage, phonetically,
lexically, syntactically, semantically, and pragmatically. Since no
language is used to its fullest extent by its native speakers, there
is always much room left for non-native speakers to exploit it in
their unique ways.

As a matter of fact, they are using English in non-Anglo-
American cultural contexts. As we are expected to have more
and more contact with other Asian nationals, it is high time that

we started studying issues in English-language communication

in Asia. This presentation discusses English as a multicultural

Prof. Qi, Prof. Honna, and Research Members

language in Asia and envisions some intercultural problems we
need to resolve if we are to ensure it as a working language for

international collaboration in Asia.

v
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3. English as a Multicultural Language and Intercultural Literacy

Hiroko MIYAKE (Aoyama Gakuin University)

English as a multicultural language in Asia may cause mutual unintelligibility among speakers of different varieties. To
solve the problem, standardization is not a plausible way of accommodating the multiculturalism of English. In order to enrich
English as a multicultural language and to ensure its intervarietal communicability in Asia, it is important that we develop
internationally coordinated educational programs. Most effective is the introduction of language awareness training into school
curriculums of Asian countries. Language awareness aims at our clear understanding of how language is designed and how people
use language.

One thing that should be included in this language awareness training is the study of metaphor. Metaphor is a cognitive
and expressive device human beings are generally equipped with. Human beings have a propensity to use basic and concrete
experiences to understand and express profound and abstract affairs. This paper shows how metaphorical awareness teaching will

be useful for using English better as a language for international communication while enjoying its multicultural values.

4. Linguistic Auditing as a Response to the International English Language Environment

Junko SARUHASHI (Aoyama Gakuin University)

The concepts and methods of linguistic auditing as an assessment tool for corporate response to the needs of diverse
linguistic environments have developed in multilingual Europe. This module can be beneficially applicable to the international
English language environment in Japan. Introducing the ideas and procedures of linguistic auditing and exploring some
modifications in order to adjust it to the Japanese organizational settings are our research objectives.

Linguistic auditing conducts (1) audit planning, (2) data collection, (3) interpretation and analysis, (4) proposing
improvable strategies, (5) monitoring the strategic procedure, and (6) long-term evaluation. Through all these processes,
collaboration between the clients who seek linguistic visions and strategies and the linguistic auditors who observe the
sociolinguistic environment is the key to effective auditing. Our pilot study shows that a collaborative dialogue between clients
and linguistic auditors brings the awareness of the linguistic environment to the clients and the sociolinguistic data to the linguistic

auditors.

5. Students’ Project for a Web-based International Communication Forum

Haruka KANOME, Satoshi TAKAHASHI, Shintaro ARAKI
Mariko TANAKA, Yoshihiro AIZAWA, Ayumi MIZUNO, Akiko KAWAHARA
(Aoyama Gakuin University)

Students at Aoyama Gakuin University, we are
currently experimenting a project called the Web-Based

International Communication Forum with Professor

o *LPCO btarn g,
MloaBansl Cptgr g, !z?‘”‘"m!m
ey

Honna. We cordially invite you to join our project. What v e
. . . . . Students’ Proj t
we are trying to do is to (1) organize an International = e lnternationaltj::mtllraw?h“‘“

Communication Forum to discuss important issues in our
global society, (2) investigate the possibility of using the
internet to share enlightened opinions, (3) see how much
the internet can contribute to widening our knowledge
of options to find better solutions to problems, (4) prove

that the internet is a useful tool for making this world

a better place and (5) take advantage of English as an

international language. N )
Students' Presentation

Our International Communication Forum is

a user-oriented website based on the notion of “Web
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2.0,” which proposes to integrate the powers of all users in an attempt to create a new sense of values on the website. Our

projected Forum is a series of virtual discussion meetings, using a bulletin board system and conducted in English as a language
of international collaboration. The topics we provide are about current affairs around the world including some issues widely
discussed in Japan. Since we seek well-thought-out opinions, we as the web-master and provider intend to prepare concrete

background information so that participants can understand the topics well.

6/7. Integrating the Latest Technologies in Teaching EFL in Japan

Hiroyuki OBARI (Aoyama Gakuin University)
Midori Kimura (Tokyo Women’s Medical University)

The first presenter briefly introduces the latest
technologies, and discusses how the most supportive
environment can be created with available IT technologies from
teaching to assessment. To be more specific, CCS and CalLabo
EX CALL System were mainly used with the integration of
mobile phones and e-Learning exercises. The CASEC computer
test was administered 4 times a year in order to assess English
proficiency in this integrated system of CALL since April 2006.
While English presentation practice was very much emphasized
in the class, all students who took our EFL courses were strictly

required to learn as many lessons as possible with e-Learning

exercises at home. It was found that the average score of CASEC ) /i
improved from 510 in April 2006 to 580 in January 2007 with Prof. Kimura & Prof. Sombuntham
integrating e-Learning system.

Prontest Software was also used to teach segmental features of English pronunciation. PRONTEST and AIST
(National Institute of Advanced Industrial Sciences and Technology) jointly developed this special software for teaching English
pronunciation with using the technology of Speech Recognition System integrated into the CALL system. This software can
automatically correct the crucial pronunciation of Japanese EFL learners and teach them how to improve pronunciation with
a good advice. I carried out an experiment and found out that about 90% of the students were satisfied with correcting their
pronunciation using this software.

The purpose of the second presentation is to introduce the results of our five-year project on the mobile English
language learning by cell phones. The first project was to ascertain the effectiveness in preparing for the Test of English for
International Communication (TOEIC) by cell phones. The second and third projects were focused on watching video programs
by multimedia cell phones to prepare and review the study in class. In the third project we developed a skill of adding captioning
on the video clip for cell phones. In order to see the effectiveness of mobile learning, surveys were conducted on learners’
lifestyle, learning style and English proficiency tests. F Yy

In mobile learning, learners could access to
the learning materials when they wanted to learn and
studied them at their pace, thereby learner autonomy
was encouraged. And our research result shows that
technologies introduced in our class were effectively
integrated in the language learning to meet the needs
of students in the age of technological innovation. The
phone is a ubiquitous platform and helps busy students
to go out there and study English during their commute
or in a short spare time. Although many MP3 devises
are developed these days, the only device that is really

handy and functions for the multiple purposes is the

cell phone.
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